
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

4th Sunday of Advent (Scripture Readings) 
 

1st Reading: Is 7:10-14 Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall name him 
Emmanuel.  
2nd Reading: Rom 1:1-7 Jesus Christ, descendant of David, is the Son of God.  
Gospel Reading:  Mt 1:18-24 An angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream.  
Psalm: Psalm 23 (24): Let the Lord enter: he is King of glory  

  

21st December  
2025 

 

 

Problems and difficulties are part of life: some of our own making, and others not. Joseph is 
caught up in a problem not of his own making. Mary, his betrothed, appears to have been un-
faithful. How is Joseph going to resolve this heartache-his dark night? As a man of honour, 
Joseph does not act in haste nor in the heat of hurt emotions. He gives himself time-sleeping on 
his problem and waiting for divine light. In his sleep, Joseph is informed by an angel of Mary's 
situation-the blessing bestowed upon his beloved. Furthermore, Joseph is invited to accept the 
challenging situation and to co-operate with God by taking responsibility for Mary and her 
child. Joseph accepts God's invitation, however demanding. Doing God's will is always a 
blessing, but often costly. We too, when confronted with problematic situations, like Joseph, 
would profit from waiting upon the Lord in prayer for light and the grace to act with integrity, 
charity and justice. Like Joseph, we too may come to recognise that our way forward is to ac-
cept and take responsibility for the situation which may not be to our liking but, nevertheless, 
may facilitate unforeseen blessings for us and others.       ~ God’s Word 2025 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday      6.00pm  

Sunday                  8:00am  & 9:30am 
 

Weekday Eucharist 
Monday       7:00am 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9:15am 

Tuesday Reconciliation & Exposition will take place  
after the 9:15 AM Mass and continue until 11:30 noon.  
Wednesday - Novena at 6:45pm followed by Mass at 7:00pm 

First Friday (Mass of Healing & Anointing of the sick) 9:15am 

First Friday Adoration followed by Mass  6:30pm 

Saturday Parish Renewal Rosary    7:30am 

and Sacrament of Baptism (By Fr. Ranjit)    10.00 am - 12 Noon 

(Please see the Church noticeboard and Website)  
Sacristan: Joseph (0220894049) 

34 Bolton Street,  PO Box 48097, Blockhouse Bay, Auckland 

PARISH OFFICE       
E-mail: office@stdominicsbhb.org.nz  
Phone: 096 266 207 (Mon, Wed, Fri 9am  - 4pm) 
www.blockhousebaycatholic.org.nz  

PARISH PRIEST 

Fr. Ranjit Ekka 

Presbytery Phone:  096 262 238 

Email: parishpriest@stdominicsbhb.org.nz  

സ്നേഹം  

The Pontifical Society of St Peter the Apostle, one of the Pope’s mission-
ary arms, currently supports 81,393 seminarians training in third world coun-
tries. The Church in NZ has been blessed by priests from the Philippines, 
Indonesia, India and Uganda serving our people. Can you offer a donation or 
financial support for this work? Donate to MissioNZ  06-0411-0021447-00  

 Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:00am Sun 9:30am 

Commentator: Reggis Rego Donald Holder Natasha Pinto 

1st Reading: John Tham Annlynn Lopez Nila Malo 

2nd Reading: Leema Rose Irae Pule Kimberley Pinto 

Ministers      

of Audrey Cooper Valyne Koh Maria Wijaya 

Communion:    

Projectionist: Sylvester Karen Vivera Samoan Group 

Chief Collector: Allwyn Pereira Neil D'Souza Leonard Pinto 

Hospitality: Goretti Sheppard Anne Sia Wilma Barboza 

Music: Kendall D N/A Samoan Group 

Sat 6:00pm Braelei Faith, Carlos Rudra Pulini 
Sun 8:00am Eva Hu, Kathlyn Sun, Lucas Sun  
Sun 9:30am Jessica, Jason, Sean, Joshua 

NEXT SUNDAY (28th December 2025) 
Holy Family Sunday (Scripture Readings) 

1st Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14: Those who honour their parents are doing the will of the 
Lord.  
2nd Reading: Col 3:12-21: You are God’s chosen race: he loves you.  
Gospel Reading:  Mt 2:13-15, 19-23: The Holy Family’s flight into Egypt.  
Psalm: Psalm 128 Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.  

ALTAR SERVERS and OTHER MINISTRY Rosters 

Rosters: The rosters for various ministries servers are on the 
notice board and website as well. Thank you for your generosity 
with these ministries. If you are not available, please try to 
arrange your own replacement. Thank you. 

 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT ROSTER 
 

(Christmas 2025) 

 

CHURCH CLEANING ROSTER 
 

(Kevin Creado & Family - 27th Dec ’25) 



St Dominic’s School News 

 

Across the Path - from the School Principal 
What a fantastic 2025 it has been! We send a huge thank you to our parish for your incredible 
support throughout the year. 
Please know that the school loves our parish and will always offer our full support and part-
nership in whatever way we can. 
Our year has been abundant with love, faith, and community, and we are truly blessed to 
belong to such a wonderful collective. 
It's time for a rest! The children and teachers are all looking forward to recharging over the 
holidays. 
Stay safe, enjoy the break, and we look forward to reuniting when school returns on February 
2nd. 
Church funny Did you hear about the man who stole an Advent Calendar?  
He got 25 days. 

               ~ Daniel Pepper  

Other News 
Interested in becoming a Catholic? We run sessions every Sunday to prepare adult candidates to 
join the church through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). Please contact Donald 
Holder (RCIA Coordinator) 021 241 0448 or the St. Dominic’s Parish Office. 
Monte Cecilia Housing Trust supports whānau who are struggling with housing challenges, 
including those living in overcrowded or unhealthy conditions such as garages. Our Sustaining 
Tenancies team also helps families in private rentals who are at risk of losing their homes, 
working with landlords and tenants to find solutions that keep whānau housed and supported. 
To learn more, visit www.montececilia.org.nz or call 0800 624 848.  
Columban Art Calendar 2026: St. Columban’s Mission Society’s beautiful Art Calendar is 
available for sale at $15/-. All are encouraged to buy the Calendar to contribute to the Society.  
Bible Diary 2026: Bible Diary is available to purchase at $20. Please contact the Sacristan to 
get copies of both Calendar and Diary.   

Please remember the following in the Eucharist and your personal prayer: 
Recently Deceased/Anniversaries: Kathleen Joan Rodgers, Tony L’Estrange, Eric Barboza, Clinton 
Joseph Correa, Helena Podwin, Ant Carroll, William Maguire (Bill), Frederick Rodgers, Sheila Seku-
la, Daisy Menezes, Maggie Rebello, Elsa Olla, Janet Jensen, Vern Walker, Chris Sekula, James Jo-
seph Maguire, Bernadette Waith, Yvonne Ryan, Conrad & Margaret Rasch, Margaret Baptista 

For the Sick:  John and Dolores Webb, Peter Mun, Bozena Bakarich. Please contact the parish of-
fice if you need to place a name on this list. 

Parish News 
Christmas & New Year Program  

CHRISTMAS EVE | 24 DECEMBER 2025 (Wednesday) 
HOLY MASS – 06:00 PM  

CHRISTMAS CAROLS – 10:30 PM 

HOLY MASS -11:00 PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY | 25 DECEMBER 2025 (Thursday) 

HOLY MASS – 09:30 AM  
NEW YEAR’S EVE | 31 DECEMBER 2025 (Wednesday) 

ADORATION: 07:30 PM  
HOLY MASS: 08:30 PM  

NEW YEAR’S DAY | 01 JANUARY 2026 (Thursday) 
HOLY MASS: 09:30 AM  

 

 

 

St. Dominic’s Parish invites you to stay for light refreshments after our Christmas Eve ser-
vice at 11 pm and our Christmas Day service at 9.30 am. Come, celebrate and rejoice! 
The Pastoral Care Group of St Dominic’s would like to extend our deepest and warmest grati-
tude for your generous contributions to our recent Christmas toy and food appeal. Because of 
your kindness, many struggling families under the care of Monte Cecilia Housing Trust and 
Mother of Divine Mercy will experience hope, comfort and joy this Christmas. 
Thanks to Samoan Community - We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Samoan 
Community for their generosity and hard work in cleaning the surroundings of the Church. Your 
efforts have made a beautiful difference in our environment. This thoughtful act of service is a 
wonderful way to celebrate Christmas in a truly meaningful way. Thank you for your kindness 
and dedication - it’s deeply appreciated by all of us.  
Greetings of Peace - Monte Cecilia! Thank You for Helping Make Christmas Brighter: 
As the year draws to a close, we want to sincerely thank everyone who supported Monte Cecilia 
Housing Trust’s Christmas donation drive. Your generosity helped us distribute over $50,000 
worth of food and children’s Christmas presents to more than 200 families during one of the 
busiest times of the year.  For many of the whānau we work alongside, this support meant less 
stress, full cupboards, and the chance for children to experience the joy and excitement that 
Christmas should bring. More than practical help, your kindness sent a powerful message: fami-
lies are seen, valued, and not alone—especially at a time of year that can be particularly chal-
lenging. On behalf of our staff and the families we serve, thank you for standing with us and 
helping make Christmas brighter for so many. 
Christmas & New Year Holidays - Please be advised that the Parish Office will remain active 
until 24th December 2024 and will resume on Wednesday, 28th January 2025. The next newslet-
ter will be published after the office reopens. From 29/12/25 to 30/01/2026, weekday’s  mass 
will be celebrated at 9.15 am only, while weekend mass timings remain unchanged. Wishing you 
all a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year! Fr. Ranjit & Parish Office.  

DONATIONS / PLANNED GIVING: To join our Planned Giving scheme please email to: 
stdomspgc@gmail.com or contact the Parish office. For online contributions please use the 
following details: 
Account Name : ST DOMINIC'S BLOCKHOUSE BAY 

Account No. : 02-0108-0707980-00   Ref : Your name and planned giving number 

Engaged / Planning a wedding? 

Catholic Diocese of Auckland – Approved Marriage Preparation Course 

Book your Marriage Preparation Course early 1 year for NZ and 18months for overseas weddings 

Register & Book here: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/ 
For more information contact: Gerry at gerrys@cda.org.nz M: 021 02247442  

http://www.montececilia.org.nz/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
mailto:gerrys@cda.org.nz

