
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

1st Sunday of Advent (Scripture Readings) 
1st Reading: Is 2:1-5 The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in God’s kingdom.  
2nd Reading: Rom 13:11-14 Live honourably, the day of the Lord is near.  
Gospel Reading: Mt 24:37-44 The Lord is coming when we least expect, so stay awake and be 
ready.   
Psalm:  Psalm 121 (122) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  

 

 

30th November  
2025 

 

When we see the word Advent, we probably don't connect it with another word with the same 
origin--ADVENTURE. Those who take up the invitation to live abundantly, which is the call 
at the heart of Christian faith, are embarking on an adventure. This adventure is experienced 
not simply in surviving daily challenges but in seeing every experience as an opportunity for 
growth. The circumstances that I am in, whatever they are, God allows for my maturity. If I 
seek greater maturity in faith then I will accept the daily ups and downs as the place where 
Jesus is today active in my life. 
A wake-up (Advent) season is a new-year opportunity to embrace once again life in Jesus 
Christ as the ultimate adventure. Another way of thinking of it is that while it is true to say we 
have been created (past tense) by God, it is even more true to say that every day we are being 
created (present tense) by God, fashioned and formed by God in the circumstances which are 
ours today sometimes a tender embrace, at other moments a sudden and even shocking realign-
ment. I find joy and peace when I co-operate with God's creative action. This is the Advent 
adventure.            ~ God’s Word 2025 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday      6.00pm  

Sunday                  8:00am  & 9:30am 
 

Weekday Eucharist 
Monday       7:00am 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9:15am 

Tuesday Reconciliation & Exposition will take place  
after the 9:15 AM Mass and continue until 11:30 noon.  
Wednesday - Novena at 6:45pm followed by Mass at 7:00pm 

First Friday (Mass of Healing & Anointing of the sick) 9:15am 

First Friday Adoration followed by Mass  6:30pm 

Saturday Parish Renewal Rosary    7:30am 

and Sacrament of Baptism (By Fr. Ranjit)    10.00 am - 12 Noon 

(Please see the Church noticeboard and Website)  
Sacristan: Joseph (0220894049) 

34 Bolton Street,  PO Box 48097, Blockhouse Bay, Auckland 

PARISH OFFICE       
E-mail: office@stdominicsbhb.org.nz  
Phone: 096 266 207 (Mon, Wed, Fri 9am  - 4pm) 
www.blockhousebaycatholic.org.nz  

PARISH PRIEST 

Fr. Ranjit Ekka 

Presbytery Phone:  096 262 238 

Email: parishpriest@stdominicsbhb.org.nz  

സ്നേഹം  

The Pontifical Society of St Peter the Apostle, one of the Pope’s missionary arms, 
currently supports 81,393 seminarians training in third world countries. The Church 
in NZ has been blessed by priests from the Philippines, Indonesia, India and Ugan-
da serving our people. Can you offer a donation or financial support for this work? 
Donate to MissioNZ  06-0411-0021447-00  

 Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:00am Sun 9:30am 

Commentator: Betsy Rego Mabel Vivera Joanne Jose 

1st Reading: Matthew D'Souza Tom O'Hanlon Jewel Queen Cyril 
2nd Reading: Gidget Mendonca Charlotte Monteiro Geraldin Michael 

Ministers      

of Reenie D'Souza Theresa Gomez Kamla Singh 

Communion:    

Projectionist: Nestor Reynolds Karen Vivera St.Doms Youth Group 

Chief Collector: Josh Tham Neil D'Souza Percy Barboza 

Hospitality: Valyne Koh/ Pastoral Care Anne Sia Wilma Barboza 

Music: Trinity Choir Trinity Choir St. Doms Youth Group 

Sat 6:00pm Braelei Faith, Carlos Rudra Pulini 
Sun 8:00am Eva Hu, Kathlyn Sun, Lucas Sun,  Javier Soares 

Sun 9:30am Jessica, Jason, Joshua, Sione, Lionel 

NEXT SUNDAY (7th December 2025) 
2nd Sunday of Advent (Scripture Readings) 

1st Reading: Is 11:1-10 A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse and He will judge the poor with 
justice.   
2nd Reading: Rom 15: 4-9 God helps us through Christ his Son.   
Gospel Reading: Mt 3:1-12 John the Baptist proclaimed “repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand….prepare the way of the Lord.”  
Psalm:  Psalm 71 (72): Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.  

ALTAR SERVERS and OTHER MINISTRY Rosters 

Rosters: The rosters for various ministries servers are on the 
notice board and website as well. Thank you for your generosity 
with these ministries. If you are not available, please try to 
arrange your own replacement. Thank you. 

 

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT ROSTER 
 

(Christmas 2025) 

 

CHURCH CLEANING ROSTER 
 

(Anna Xu & Jerry Xing  - 6th Dec ’25) 



St Dominic’s School News 

Across the Path - from the School Principal 
School Strategic Plan Update 

We are finalizing our 2026-2028 School Strategic Plan, using 
valuable feedback gathered from students, staff, and parents. We 
are excited about our future steps and look forward to continuing 
our strong partnership with the Parish! We will share the plan 
soon. 
Mrs. Aisher's Retirement Farewell Please join us to celebrate 
the retirement of our dedicated Deputy Principal, Mrs. Aisher, 
who has served our community for many years. 
• Final Mass: Friday, December 12th at 9:15 AM (Also saying 

goodbye to senior students). 
• Special Assembly: Following Mass, starting at 11:00 AM in 

the Hall. 
Come and share your gratitude for her passion and service! 
School Closing Date: School Closes for the Year: Tuesday, 
December 16th at 12:00 PM. 
Church Funny The Sunday School teacher was just finishing a lesson on honesty. “Do you 
know where children go if they don’t put their money in the collection plate?” the teacher asked. 
“Yes ma’am,” a boy blurted out. “They go to the movies.”                ~ Daniel Pepper  

Other News 
Interested in becoming a Catholic? We run sessions every Sunday to prepare adult candidates to 
join the church through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). Please contact Donald 
Holder (RCIA Coordinator) 021 241 0448 or the St. Dominic’s Parish Office. 
Monte Cecilia Housing Trust supports whānau who are struggling with housing challenges, 
including those living in overcrowded or unhealthy conditions such as garages. Our Sustaining 
Tenancies team also helps families in private rentals who are at risk of losing their homes, work-
ing with landlords and tenants to find solutions that keep whānau housed and supported. To 
learn more, visit www.montececilia.org.nz or call 0800 624 848.  
Columban Art Calendar 2026: St. Columban’s Mission Society’s beautiful Art Calendar is 
available for sale at $15/-. All are encouraged to buy the Calendar to contribute to the Society.  
Bible Diary 2026: Bible Diary is available to purchase at $20. Please contact the Sacristan to 
get copies of both Calendar and Diary.   

Please remember the following in the Eucharist and your personal prayer: 
Recently Deceased/Anniversaries: Kathleen Joan Rodgers, Tony L’Estrange, Eric Barboza, Clinton 
Joseph Correa, Helena Podwin, Ant Carroll, William Maguire (Bill), Frederick Rodgers, Sheila Seku-
la, Daisy Menezes, Maggie Rebello, Elsa Olla, Janet Jensen, Vern Walker, Chris Sekula, James Jo-
seph Maguire, Bernadette Waith, Yvonne Ryan, Conrad & Margaret Rasch, Margaret Baptista 

For the Sick:  John and Dolores Webb, Peter Mun, Bozena Bakarich. Please contact the parish of-
fice if you need to place a name on this list. 

Parish News 
Special Advent Mass for the Elderly, Sick & Homebound - on Saturday, 6th December 2025 
Time: 10:00 AM, followed by lunch at the St. Dominic’s Parish Centre. We warmly invite our 
senior parishioners, the sick, and the homebound—especially those who have been unable to 
attend Mass regularly—to a special Advent celebration. If you or someone you know would like 
to attend, please collect an invite slip from the team outside the church foyer as you leave. This 
will help us with catering and transport arrangements for those who require assistance. Please 
return completed invite slips to the box in the church foyer by Sunday, 30th November 2025. For 
further enquiries please contact Purity 021 150 0912.  
Advent Rite of Reconciliation: Christmas Reconciliation will be at 6.30pm, on Friday, 19th 
December, 2025. 
We’re looking for Volunteers to support various roles at our weekend Masses: Sacristans – 
Sunday 9:30 am (and other Masses on rotation), OHP Projectionists - Sunday 8:00 am, Hospi-
tality, Coordinators & Ushers – All weekend Masses, Readers & Holy Communion Minis-
ters – Saturday 6:00 pm, Children’s Liturgy – Help once a month during Sunday 9:30am Mass. 
Training will be provided. If you're interested, please contact the Parish Office. (Note: Chil-
dren’s Liturgy Coordinators must be police vetted as per safeguarding requirements). 
Parish Youth Group: The first Sunday of every month at 9:30 AM Mass is led by the youth of 
our parish. Additionally, there is a youth program on the 4th Friday evening of each month, and 
the youth choir leads the Mass on the 1st Sunday. Inviting all young people to be a part of the 
vibrant St. Dom's Youth Group and experience community, faith, and growth together! 

Christmas Toy & Food Appeal As we approach this season of joy and giving, our thoughts turn 
to the many less fortunate families in our community who will find renewed hope because of 
your kindness. The Pastoral Care Group of our Parish, warmly invite you to join us in supporting 
the families served by the Monte Cecilia Housing Trust and the Mother of Divine Mercy Refuge. 
How you can help:  
- Toys: Unwrapped gifts for babies, boys, and girls up to 14 years old. 
- Wrapping Paper: Christmas wrapping paper (appreciated for adding a festive touch). 
- Non-perishable Food: Items to be included in Christmas food packs for these families. 
Please drop off your donations in the designated boxes in the church foyer by Sunday, December 
7th, by 11 am. Your generosity will help bring warmth and joy to those who need it most this 
Christmas. Thank you for sharing in this spirit of care to make a real difference in their lives. 
Please note that there will be No morning tea on the first Sunday of December (7th Dec) as we 
will gather after Christmas Eve Midnight Mass and Christmas Day celebrations for light refresh-
ments. The hospitality team will also be taking a break in January 2026 and will be resuming our 
Morning Tea gatherings in February 2026. We would like to take this opportunity to thank eve-
ryone for their continued support and generous contributions throughout the year.  
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPS FOR 2025-26 are available in the Church foyer for collec-
tion or by contacting Parish Office. THANK YOU for your generosity.  
PARISH REGISTRATION: Please register yourselves and your families directly on our 
website:  https://blockhousebaycatholic.org.nz/registration/ 
“REQUESTS FOR MASS” Envelopes are available at the back of the church. 
CUT OFF Times for items in the newsletter is 3:00pm THURSDAY. THANK YOU 

DONATIONS / PLANNED GIVING: To join our Planned Giving scheme please email to: 
stdomspgc@gmail.com or contact the Parish office. For online contributions please use the 
following details: 
Account Name : ST DOMINIC'S BLOCKHOUSE BAY 

Account No. : 02-0108-0707980-00   Ref : Your name and planned giving number 

Engaged / Planning a wedding? 

Catholic Diocese of Auckland – Approved Marriage Preparation Course 

Book your Marriage Preparation Course early 1 year for NZ and 18months for overseas weddings 

Register & Book here: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/ 
For more information contact: Gerry at gerrys@cda.org.nz M: 021 02247442  

Picture Worth 1000 Words 

http://www.montececilia.org.nz/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
mailto:gerrys@cda.org.nz

